Bangor University Students’ Union
Senate Minutes
Tuesday 11th October 2011 – SU Committee Room
   6:45pm
Present: Nelson Ramos; Drew Turner; Trefor Alun; Vicky Goodwin; Antony Butcher; Ash Kierans; Peter Hedley;  Alexander Aldred; Aaron Bridge; Jamie Evans; Alec De Sausmarez; Jennifer Krase; Olivia Washer; Izsi Cullis; Rebecca Powell; Yueun Chung; Yousef Cisco; Elena Neophyton; Luke Dobson; Mair Rowlands.
In Attendance: Emma Wynne-Hughes; Paul Parker; Jo Caulfield; Danielle Giles; Danielle Buckley; Rich Gorman; Sion Prebble; Will Osborn; Jeremy Harvey; Rhys Dart; Gareth Sion.
a. President’s Opening  Remarks. 
Jo Caulfield opened Senate in lieu of an elected Senate Chair. Jo reminded everyone of the Equal Opportunities policy and invited Rhys Dart to explain the expectations on Senators relating to their use of social networking.
b. Guillotine set at 9.30
c. Apologies: Max (AU)
d. Notice of Elections
a. Democracy Chairperson
b. 2 Senate Places DPC
c. 2 Senate Places Election Committee
d. 2 Student Places Election Committee
e. Special Election for Democracy Chairperson 
Candidate: Jenny Krase. 
Questions were asked to the candidate.
Vote taken, Jenny was elected to the office of Democracy Chairperson for the 2011/12 academic year.

Jenny took the chair

f. Applications for Speaking Rights. Emma Wynnne- Hughes – Hall warden, granted speaking rights.
g. Minutes of Last Meeting, not in existence as the meeting was abandoned due to the level of quorum not being attained.
Standing Items:
Constitutional Amendments
a. Bye Law 4: General Meeting

Proposed by: Jo Caulfield

No speech against the motion.

Amendment to Add
4.1.2.2.3.4 Democracy Chair to Democratic Procedures Committee

Proposed by: Tref Alun
Vote: Passed and forms part of the motion as a whole.

Questions were taken on the motion as a whole.

Summation: Jo Caulfield.

Vote: Passed, and forms part of the bye-laws of the BSU Constitution.

b. Tabled motion to alter the Senate Bye-Law in order to provide for the election of a deputy democratic chairperson and remove conflicting clauses.

Proposed by: Tref Alun

Speech Against: Jez Harvey

Questions were asked on the tabled amendment.

Summation: Tref Alun

Vote Taken: Motion Falls.

Policy Motions
c. UMCB Bilingual Facebook motions

Proposed by: Tref Alun

Questions were taken on the motion as a whole.

Amendment to alter resolves 1 to read ‘mandate the sabbs to stop using 2 Bangor Students’ Union facebook pages’: proposed by Jo Caulfield

Vote taken: Amendment passed and replaced the original ‘resolves 1’ in the main motion.
Amendment to alter resolves 2 to read ‘mandate the sabbs to design and maintain one bilingual facebook page’ : Proposed by Jo Caulfield

Vote taken: Amendment passed and replaced the original ‘resolves 2’ in the main motion.

Amendment to alter the motion to delete the resolves and replace with ‘Resolves 1 that mandates the sabbs to update 2 pages in good time’ Proposed by Yousef Cisco

Vote taken:  Amendment falls
Vote Taken on Motion as a whole: Motion passed and becomes part of BSU policy.

d. Emergency Motion ‘PREVENT & On the Edge’

Proposed by: Antony Butcher

No speech against the motion.

Questions were taken on the motion as a whole.

Vote taken: Motion passed and becomes part of SU policy.


Elections
Senate agreed that they would like to consider co-option of an International Student Senator
Candidate: Mohammed Khaleelullah
Vote: Elected

2 Senate places, Democratic Procedures Committee: 
Candidates: Drew Turner and Alex Aldred
Vote: Elected

2 Senate Places, Elections Committee
Candidate: Tref Alun
Vote: Elected. 1 Senate place is available for co-option, property of elections committee.

2 Student Places, Elections Committee
Candidate: Paul Parker
Vote: Elected. 1 Student place is available for co-option, property of elections committee.



Policy Progress: Jo Caulfield updated Senate on progress on the zero tolerance policy:
Adopted in Undeb Trading; briefing given to all staff and evidence that policy is being followed. Jo in further discussion on promotion of the policy to customers.
University Equality and Diversity task Group – University were supportive and keen to see other Uni. venues adopt the zero tolerance policy.
SU – adopted internally, needs to be promoted.
Question: Should we ask other bar and clubs in town to adopt the policy?
Jo happy to do this.
Policy Progress: The Social networking policy has been drafted and it will go the Trustee Board for discussion on Thursday.

Items for discussion:
a. 20 credit modules. Drew Turner asked if the weighting of one piece of assessment worth 20 credits is too much pressure?

Discussion revolved around balance of coursework and exams and choosing modules based on the method of assessment and whether this situation exists on compulsory modules.
 
b. Review of GM. Jo Caulfield asked Senate for their thoughts on last nights’ General Meeting. 
Points raised: Academi was tried as a venue and unsure whether it works as well as MALT?

Level of debate was higher. More speakers and mics needed should we use Academi again.
Discussion around whether MALT is too autocratic, and Academi more casual. Translation signal in Academi problematic, passing out headsets was problematic – perhaps senators could help? Lights on would be useful! Hosting the GM in a bar excludes people.

c. Senate and the Manifesto. Jo Caulfield appealed to senators to get involved in the ‘Our Manifesto’ campaign and get students to fill in the survey. Jo also asked for volunteers to help survey students for the student written submission.
A.O.B.	
WISE project, would anyone like to attend the NUS WISE project training?
Vicki and Alex volunteered. 



