Bangor University Students’ Union

Senate Minutes
Tuesday 6th December 2011 – SU Committee Room
   6:45pm

Prior to the meeting, an optional discussion group took place on ‘Making the forums work’. 

a. Chair’s Opening Remarks
i. JK reminded everyone of their responsibilities in relation to the SU’s Policies
ii. JK introduced the new look agenda
b. Guillotine set at 9.30PM
c. Apologies:  Max (AU); NR; JC; AK; LF
d.
Applications for Speaking Rights

e.          Minutes from the last meeting

a. 08/11/11 approved as a true record
1. Reports 









a. Sabbatical Officer Reports 
Each Sabb gave their report (included in the papers) 

DG gave an oral report as she had been on holiday as the papers were being prepared: Over the last month she has been attending a great deal of BUCS meetings, organising AU nights, dealing with Kukri kit issues and working with clubs.
b. Committee Reports (oral)
Report received from AU Committee: Set up Steering group for Varsity; Attended BUCS meetings.
Report received from Course Rep Council - 2 course rep senators elected at last meeting. Welcome to Tomos and Kaja.

Report received from Environmental Working Group, first Group meeting was attended by a Welsh Assembly Rep and generated ideas for future campaigns, including writing a policy for cycling travel expenses.

Report received in writing from SVB Committee(not shared at Senate but included in the minutes)

TA reports that: HM has had her baby and all at SVB wish her well. The SVB committee is expanding to be more representative of volunteers specialist areas. The Moulin Rouge evening was a great success and raised £850 – special thanks to Dance Club and DJ Society. RAG Week raised £400 for Children in Need, and a further £1300 between Leg Waxing and Take Me Out, to date RAG has raised over £2600 this year. Last weekend’s Annual Tea Part went very well with over 120 of the local elderly in attendance along with dignitaries from Bangor and Bangor University. Wyn Thomas has pledge £200 for an Easter tea-part and DB is trying to recoup the cost of sandwiches from University catering. The High Sheriff’s Award for Voluntary Work is honouring several SVBers this week. SVB will feature at the Christmas market in PJ Hall on Friday and to cap an excellent term, SVB has been nominated for the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service’.
c. NUS Wales Winter Council Reports (oral)

AB gave a report on behalf of the delegation to Winter Council and reported that: the training sessions were very useful and discussion on the future of Higher Education was vibrant. Policies were passed on promoting AU Varsity events and supporting Post-Grad students. All motions online for people to read.
2. Questions








Q. Where have you been travelling Danielle Giles?
A. Attend lots of BUCS meetings, including being Chair of BUCS Wales. Also been on some training courses and been to London to research Universities Week.
Special Election for General Senator: Sean Leach spoke and took questions.
Vote taken: Sean Elected.
3. Policies 








a. Representation of FOSS 

(Craig Simmonds)
Speech in Favour: Anthony Butcher
Speech Against: Shon Prebble
Questions:

Q. Will this affect students who don’t opt to use open source software?

A. No. This won’t affect students.

Q. You can’t edit pdfs though? Is this a problem for students who don’t want to use pdfs?

A. Where materials need to be editable for students more versions than just Microsoft should be presented.

Q. Could we change the motion to use course reps to find out if it’s an issue for students?

Amendment: 

To delete ‘Union Resolves One’ and replace it with ‘To mandate the SU President and the VP Education & Welfare to raise the issue with the Director of IT’
To delete  ‘Union Resolves Two’ and replace it with ‘To mandate the VP Education and Welfare to use the course reps network, and interested parties, to find out the extent of problems relating to this issue for students. 
Proposed by: Danielle Buckley

Vote on amendment, passed and forms part of the motion

Q. Psychology students have already stated that they prefer PowerPoint to pdf.
Q. Is ‘OpenOffice’ not a better alternative?
Proposal to vote on the motion: Danielle Buckley

Vote: Amended motion passes and forms part of Bangor SU policy.
b. Biodiversity Policy


(Rich Gorman)

Speech in Favour: Rich Gorman
Speech Against: none
Questions: none
Basket debate: none
Vote: motion passes and forms part of Bangor SU policy
c. Alcohol Policy


(Danielle Buckley)

Speech in Favour: Danielle Buckley
Speech Against: none
Questions:

Q. How is the designated driver idea currently enforced in Bar Uno?

A. On presentation of car keys.

Q. What constitutes as ‘demand for an alcohol free event’ and what constitutes ‘where possible’

A. If we can hold an event in a non-alcoholic venue we will. If we had requests for a non-alcohol event we would try to meet it.

Q. Is the Bar Uno designated driver initiative successful?

A. Not our initiative but it’s back this year.

Q. Will this increase prices in Academi?

A. No, we actually believe that prices are currently high but want to guard against rock bottom prices.

Q. Should we not meet the same prices than competition but sell our venue as safer/

A. Essentially that’s what the policy says.

Vote: passes and forms part of Bangor SU policy.
d. AU Anti-social Behaviour Policy
(Danielle Giles)
Speech in Favour: Danielle Giles
Speech Against: none taken
Questions: 

Q. How will you enforce the policy in relation to social attendance not affecting match selection?
A. Through discussion with captains and coaches.

Q. How will you policy initiations?

A. It is tough but we will make it clear that they are banned. We will avoid any activity that forces people to do anything.

Basket debate: none
Summary: none
Vote: Passes and becomes policy of Bangor SU.
e. IT Provision



(Jez Harvey)

Speech in Favour: Jez Harvey
Speech Against: none
Basket debate:

There are three different levels of priority within the IT resources policy and it might be that we can lobby to alter the level of priority of some rooms

Vote:  passes and becomes policy of Bangor SU
f. Flyer Friday 


(Danielle Buckley)
Speech in Favour: Danielle Buckley
Speech Against: none
Questions:

Q. How can we poster in some places that have poster rules?

A. Well, we have an arrangement with halls for example. We can develop that arrangement with other buildings and departments.

Amendment proposed by TA: To add ‘Resolves 5’: To mandate the sabbatical team to advertise flyer Friday to inform groups within the SU that this policy exists and can be used. Club and Society involvement in the scheme is at the discretion of the sabb team.

Q. How wide do we throw the net out to clubs and societies? Would this include socials?

A. Common sense – depends on the audience. Shouldn’t be there to replace the effort of committee members?

Q. Could involvement in this scheme be at the discretion of the sabb team?

A. Agreed, amendment amended (above)

Vote: passes and becomes part of the motion.

Q. Will Senators have to take part?

A. It will be voluntary and according to circumstance. You’ll not be mandated to take part but it fits in with the role of a senator.
Vote: passes and forms part of SU policy.
4. Policy Progress
Bilingual Facebook policy has been adopted and taking place on one page as per the policy. Page now fully bilingual, the UM Bangor page has been deleted and facebook have been contacted on the name change, awaiting a response.
5. Open discussion







a. Pre-sessional English at Bangor: a discussion of the arrangements made for non-first language speaking students. Discussion held over to a future senate as the proposer is not present.
b. Discussion took place on the ‘Price of University Catering Outlets: Are they too high for students?’
Discussion centred around prices; focus on students or staff?; appropriateness of locations and marketing of venues. Can students access food between lectures? Coffee pods are well used and profitable.

Resolution: to discuss this in the policy working groups tonight with a view to referring it to Exec for a decision before the next Senate.
c. Discussion took place on ‘Academi: a discussion on pricing arrangements and on the publicity of events.’
Discussion centred around publicity of events at Academi, especially discussing the posters that cover a whole term of activity. Also discussed facebook advertising, which is sparodic and poor. Things do seem to be changing but need to be improved again.

Resolution: to maintain a watching brief and see if things improve.
d. Discussion took place on ‘International Students and Alcohol: a discussion on drinking culture and its effect on international students.’
There has recently been some trouble between international students and local residents relating to alcohol. The new alcohol policy mandates DG to promote safe drinking, perhaps this should include the International office and making sure that people know their limits. Perhaps the advice could be translated into different languages and put into welcome packs. How units differ in different countries. NUS Alcohol campaign resources available and have been handed out at healthy living weeks.

Resolution: DG stated that she was happy to undertake the project and work with the International Office.
e. Discussion took place on ‘Costa Coffee at the Management Centre: should this be allowed given the University’s fair trade status?’
Management Centre is a separate run company to the university and is stocking costa coffee – university do run the management centre though and have a found a loop hole in their own fair trade policy. Discussion on the legal status of the Management status and the strength of the fair trade policy. Do students care more about Costa Coffee than the fair trade policy? Is the management centre populated by students? Will the fair trade status be affected by this? Are we standing by our principles?
Resolution: to do further research before drafting a policy in the future.
f. Music level in Bar Uno is too loud.

DG will take this up with Estates Office.
6. Policy Working Groups then took place a formal opportunity to split into small groups to discuss the development of policy for future discussion at senate.


Next meeting:  January 24th , 6.45
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